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Grim Life
for Smuggled Chinese

American Dream Sours in N.Y.

Ty Poameto flurdmaa
hroiidele SrofF Wridar

Mo York

Chen spends long doys ciding s
Bieyele through the helter-skelter
tealfic of Manhatlan, in the holtest
afternosns of summer and the cold-
est nights of winter, delivering Tood
for 0 midiown Chinese reslavrant.
When work (s dane, he comes home
to  the grimy iwoe-bedroom
hunkbhouse he gshares with 19 room-
muies.

During a rare break from bis work,
thie Bone-thin delivery man sits on the
edge of a bunk talking about the bitter
disappointment of his e bere, In Chi-
o e has s wife and two childeen, and

i hig, clean houss In Fuzhoo, the copi-
tal of Fujlan provinee But he heard
that o man could make his fortunse in
Mew York, and sp Lea vears ago, he
agrosd (o pay o smuggler 33000 For
passage to Amerlea,

“Mow 1 think the price is teo
mueh,” e savs in Maodarin, with a
eynical langh, A few of his roommales
nod In agreement,

BITTER
VOYAGE

SPECIAL RERORT

Thdrd o Mar naes

Because Chen is 1o the countrey (e
pally, he's afraid to reveal his full
name, And becavse he sl owes
S10,000 of his smuggling fee, he says he
ﬁnnnﬂi afford even to dream of froe-

o,

- Outside the apartment, the noisy,
dirty streets of Chinstown are jammied

with men and women with stories
mueh ke Chen's,

[n the past 10 years, tens of thow
sands — perhaps hugdreds of thou
sunds — of Fujianese have come o
Mew York's Chinatown. They call East
Hroadway Futhou Street, and Fu-
Jamese 15 the preferred dialect thepe
Htrent vendors howk Fushou deliea-
cies, ke fried taro root and seallion
cakes, and Chinese characlers wreitton
an shop and office windows beckon
the crowds with offers of work per-
mifs und Socla] Securlly cards.

Common themes geha in the storles
of the immigrants: Most say China's

Caniivned oy nedd perge
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Lin Hungda, 42, and Chen Zhengjian (right] sell Fujianese-style food from o sidewalk stand on East
Broadway in Mew York City; once neighbers in a Fujlan village, they arrived illegally in New York
about a year B0 : wr

Cowfinned frong propious age

rapidly growing cconomy lefl them
in the dust Each can rélate the
treacherous route traveled o ged to
Amerien, the mind-bogeling sum
paid to smugglers and the hardships
endured o pay back the friends or
family members wha loaned them
the money,

How do they deseribe [fe in Mew
York? "Ku,"” they sav. Bitter,

Men make up the vast majority
of this mew commuonity, They mill
around the half<desen employment
opencies in the shadeear of the Man-
hattan Bridge, eager for johs at Chi-
nese restanrants, Tucked inside de-
caying buildings throughout China-
fowm are seores of garment factories
where woemen huoch over theie

sewing machines, svaiding the cyes
of Amerlean visitors,

The smuggled Immigrants lind
in a world where they are isolated
and little understoad, Few speak En-
glish, Fears of retribution from
smugglers and discovery by immi
gration officers ferce them il an
underground — sometimes under-
world — existonee,

But fieree ambition gives them
the will to enduore g life most Ao
fcans would flnd unbearable.

10-Yeor Odyssey

Manaper Yang, a5 his fricnds re
spectfully coll him, wos amang the
first o come in the new wave of
smuggling that began a decade ago.

Comtritund or Heal fare




Cendinned fram Srspions bame

Now 39, the short, stecky man
oans twa restauranis, He recently
honght o twostory home in New Joe
sy, He reelines in

a black leather [y o o |
armchalr, re | = V¥
counting his diffi- | s———_
cult Journey and

his 10-yvear path to

suceess, The froits M

of hard labor sur- T
round him: o new biller pain
Toshiba  S4inch | o safivricg

televislion, a
karaoke bome unit and a halogen
lamp still covered in plastic — all
purchased in anticipation of the ar-
rival of hiswile and two children Lot
cr this year,

When he lefi Chine n T8, Yang
did net kneew when he would see his
farnily again, But, he recalls, “there's
ng wity 1 could have made a Dving if
I hada't bef"

An older brother ln New York
enlisted the help of “snakeheads"™ as
Chincse smugglers are called, First
they few him to Goatemala. Then
bt and 17 ether Fujianese — includ-
ing two small children — were car-
ried through Mexico in the bed of a
small pickup truck, lying packed in
& cavity surrounded by wooden
crates, AL the barder, they walked
for two hours through a cement pipe
with water up to thelr waisis,

The snokeheads then flew him to
Mew York for o rendezvous with his
brother ot & Chinatown teahouse,
Cnee the brother stuffed $14,000
cash = then the golng rate — info
the smugeler's hand, Yang was free,

At first be worked seven days a
week, 12 hours a day at a relative's
restaurant, I coulda’t tand i," he
recalls, “1 asked my brother, "Why
did vou bring me here? I fell like an
idiet, looking through o hole in the
reslaurant's takegul window,"

I the tough Brooklyn neighbar-
hoad, Yang was faced with all sorts
of hozords, Onee, oo Angey customer
fired a gun at him, The bulle? came
&2 close to his head, Yang sald, *1
could feel the wind."
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Leomely traveler at the end of earth,

Drifter across the four seas.

Hardships thrust upon me all day leng,

With no! a single moment left bo rest,

A thousand pounds of debt weigh down on me,
Even az I seek a mound of gold.

Far frem my village, distant from my kome,
But anzious to return with beaded eclothes,
Bearing humiliation like an ox or horse,

The tears are pouring dotm my face,

Blood and sweat flow day and night,

Wha, I ask, can undo this misery?

My heart goes owd Lo my poor loved one,
Across the ocean bt alwapys ia my mind,

By day I don't dare thinie of things gone by,
But anxious dreams take me back ten thousand miles.

— by John Zheng, a Fujlanese American man Lliving in New York
{transtated by Pamela Berdman)

But he persevered, and by 1980
he had paid back his bBrother and
saved $1000) — enough to start &
restaurant with his cousin in a New
Jersey suburh, Seven vears later,
Yang holds a green card and speaks
passable English,

'0ld Guesis' Holp Newcomers

On thelr visits home, the Manag-
er Yangs of the world become the
envy of their villages, By thelr ¢xam.
ple, they encourage mors and more

Fujinnese to find a smuggler and
head for “the beautiful countey,” a5
the Chinese call America.

af
"(Nd guests” like Yang provide
crucial suppart for neweomers. He
has already loaned about $50,000 to
various friends and nelghbors to i
nange thelr journeys to the United
States

The new generation ls driven by
the same ambition that drove Yang,
A Zl-year-old named Wang is typleal.

Crmlimieesd e fez! foge
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Lonlimnted From previons poge

His air trip from Fuzhou two years
ago took him to nine countries, in-
cluding Thailand, Sri Lanka and
England.

Teday he boosts of hls ene
durance; He works 14 hours a day,
reven days a week, mopping floors,
culling vegetables and sweating
over o sizzling wok af o, takeout
restaurant in the Scuth Bronx.

“I've  nsked American  kids,
"Could you do this job™ ™ he said

The Confucius stalue ot the corner of Bowery and Division streets iz a

“They told me, *Absolutely not” But
a5 long as there's work to do, mo mat-
ter how bitter, I'nn willing to do iL

“Everybody who gets smuggled
travels o rugged road,” sald Wang.
“Why do we want to put up with
this? Because In the modern warld,
wacicly keeps moving forward, and
somehow you have to catch up,”

Frut as more and more Fujianess
make their way to New York, catch-
ing up becormes more dafficull.

Coptiwieed m:_mr T



Camtimrsd frour fropans fore
Leaving How Tork

MNew YWork™ Chinese restauranis
are mob able to accommodate the
tide of ilegal immigrants, pnd many
newcpmers — three of Chen's room-
mates, fer cxample — simply Cannog
find jobs, Increasing numbers leavo
for jobs in New Jersey, Connecticut,
even Florida and Ohio, A few have
lzgun to arrive io the Chinatowns of
Snn Francisea and Los Angeles,

Traditionally, most have clung to
olew York: The sheer numbers make
it easier to hide from officials, and
the codnimad dialect makes I easier
L gl around, Butb teday, Mew York
is fraught with danger, partleularly

for the defenseless ilegal i
Eramis,

Some new arrivals hvee been kid-
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Lin's partner, Chon, counted the day's take, about $130 for

the two of them, as they closed up s

pung involvement, and the gang peo-
ple demand more money for works

naped and tortured by gang mem-
bers trying to eollect amug- g for the smugelers.”
#ling fees Viedent crimes — kidnapings,
beatings and homicides —
In one case, several gun- are relatively rare, But one
toling men came to o Chis Emp;ﬁ'ﬂrgn:ﬂhn‘;m“f'
nese restauranl aod ab- sy of Clsl ¢
ducted employee Kin Wah AT L gt
ﬁll& - I.L'I.Fl.lilt !-II'.=1I-=.~I=LI1-I1 "1‘ — e W Sﬂd ﬂne heaﬂugﬂcﬂJII:
They taok him to an agarl- Unce you gel over bere,
ment in the Bronx, where —_— the snakeheacds rule the
they beal him with & ham- = heavens.
mee, When polive ruided __E Eecause they fear the
the apartment, they found police, the dbegal immi
several semiautomalic pls i grants ars easy prey for
tods ond an AR-15 rifle. Po- meigue criminats, For  example,
fiee oreested 13 captors, all faeariaiiril ane Fujinnese walter said
illegal  Imemigrants  from :"‘"!f'-!‘- ganyg members robbed the
Fujinn, T apariment he shared with
about 30 other men, The
"More Gong Invelvement’ gungsters made off with hard-

Since 1891, the Police Depart-
ment's Major Case Squad los han-
dled 24 kidnaping cases and made
more than 100 smuggling-related ar-
rests,  aegording W Liewteoant
Jeseph Pollini,

“There's an incresse in the
amount of people getling smug-
gled,” he observed, "There's more

earned cash the men had been sior
Ing in hedr pilloweases, bal nobody
callid the poliee,

A jolis grow more scarce, the hn-
migrants are also sometines recrult-
ol o joln gangs, According to Polli-
i, =omee woung arrivils are of fered
lower fees on thelr journeys if they
perform jobs for the gangs, such as
collecting smuggling fees,

paround 7 p.m,

In recent years, the ranks of
pangs such as the Fuk-ing (the
Young Pujiancsed have swelled, say
poltee, Steven Wong, a Fujlanesi
American who counsels voung im-
migrants in his spare time, says the
temptation to join a gang ls almost
irresistible, especially when  the
vouths see how readily gang mem-
bers  exact pru:utc-:'dnn payments

I'mnl. -I""l'\.ln qoon pregnmgelen
Pronm Dhinesme merchands,

Wong recounted the story told
by one woung man: * My boss treats
me Hke a slove,” " the youth sald,
“Meanwhile, four guys who were
smugeled in with me eame inte sur
restaurant, banged on (he toble, and
he treated them like kings, e
openetd the cash reglater and band-
ed them $300.' *

Few Services Offercd

The huge number of new imml
grants verwhelms tho few servloes
available to the fledgling Fujlanese
ecommunity, Many new immigrants
head down to Catherine Street to
seok help at the makeshift quarters
of the Church of Grace, New York's
anly Fujianese chureh. But the eon-
gregation cannot find homes and
Jobs for thousands of theie compatsi-
0Ls,

Cowtimyzed on nexd page
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Cortinasd fron frecioug fage

“Every day we see tragedies,”
says church member Joho Zhong.
“They don't realkze how tough the
life will be.”

‘When church members go hack
to visit China, they try to discourage
further migration, Bul members of
the Furhow community say the
warnings usually fall on deal ears,

T kovew it wisn't easy to sucvive
in America,” savs o 27-year-old man
named Lin, "T didn't want to come,”
But people from his village were

flocking to Mew York, and he =s6id
s farnily pressured him to join “the
hlind rush."

After working (wo restaurant
jobs for two years, Lin has paisd his
25,000 travel debt. Today, he has a
roam to mself in o fourbedroom
apartment on the Upper West Side.
He studies English and has begun to
BANE OO0 TROREY,
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Toe asked
American kids,
“Could you do
this job?"” They
told me,
“Absolutely
nol.,” But as
long as there’s
work to do,
no matter how
bitter, ’'m
willing to
doit’

— WaNG,

el wor ka $8 oo a
week in o restaarg



Food vendar Lin Hungdo talked with his wife in a rare phoene call te China

f.”.-mh'nyw_!‘ﬁm e fags

e would have preferred o pe
midn in Clilna, but he makes the best
of hiy situatlon, *It's too late for re-
prets,” e shrugs,

Others remain convineed  that

they made the rlght declsion. oo
griatter how difficult the life (n MNew
York. Wang, at 19, s leaking far to
the future for a payolf.

“If 1 suffer,”™ he sove, “the next
pgeneration can live better,”



Twantyillegal Chinese
immigrants from Fujian province
liver im thiis Pwo-bedroom
apartment on Allen Street in New
York, The five men in theso
photographs wanted their
idendities hidden, The man at
right, wearing a 5an Froncisco
Giants sweatshirt, smoked while
sitting on his bunk, eneof 12
seaping ploces shared by the 20
men. Mext to his Chinese
nowspaper ware his tope player
and headphones for listening to
English lassons.

‘New York is
tightening up.
They come to
New York and
things are not
really that
good, so theyj
are dispersing
all over

the place’

— Prren Kwoxo,
prrofessor af history at
Calizmbda Tedversdty

April 28, 1993




April 28, 1993

Each of the men does his own cooking at this electric stove in the tiny kitchan

Balow, two bicycles leaned
against a kitchen wall under a
crowded towel rack. The bicyde
with the basket s used by a
resident who delivers Chinese
takeout food
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The cock enjoyed his rice, topped with store-bought pickled vegetabls
while sitting on a lower bunk in the living reom

ek, z

A snapshot of family left behind in China reminds ene man why he
came %o far seaking work



