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Deportees Face Harsh Penalties

Huge fines, confinement await emigrants at home

Fuzhoen, Fullon provinee

Chen Jungle salled from Fu-
Jlan proviece on o smuoggler's
ghip Iast spring, hoplog 1o join
mare than 20 other residents of
Housha village In the United
States. But the ship was loter-
cepled after just a few days ot
sed, and the pussengers were re-
turned to China.

On hls return, the 3evear-old
former was Jalled by the Chinese
government and ordered to poy o
fine, When his wife got the news,
she rushed to the detention center,
] bt she was turn-
ed away by
guards two days
in & row. They
told her only that
her hushand was
being intorrogat
o,

Then, on the fourth alght after
his refurn, Chen tore a strip of fab-
ric from his trousers, tled it to the
cedling, and honged himself.

"T didn't get to see him untdl he
dled,” Chen's widow sadd, erying
throughout an interdew,

In o theee-week visit to Fujlan
provines, The Chronicle found
that emigeanta pay dearly when
thelr smuggling misslons fall.

Throughout the Fuzhou ares,
villagors dosertbed how departees
return to lives of fear and public
bumiliation, The flnes are so high
that It eould take o lifetime to pay
them, they sald. Repeat offenders
often get harsher (restrment: 8
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stint In China’s draconian labor re-
educatlon system.

In the past several vears, immi-
gratlon experts say, hundreds of
thousands of people have left Fu-
Han provioce on smugeling voyvag-
s bound for the Unlted States and
oibher countrics. They book pas-
sage with erlminal syndieatas, wsu-
ally paying fares of 325,000 or
mare, On board the ships, many
endure  lfe-threstening  condi-
tions, and onee they accive, (hoy
often must work for years at me-
nlal, low-paying jobs to pay off
thelr smuggling debis,

But ag the smuggling trade has
grown, governments have cracked
down, This yeac alone, more than
2,0 poople have been sent back

to China by other eountries — in- .

cluding Japan, Mexdco, Indomesia
and Singapore.

Unill recently, 1.5, Immlgra-
ton policles prevented those who
reached UE soll from belng sont
home, Earller this vear, however,
the Increasing smugglingship
iraffle caused the Clinton adominls
tratlon ta revise immigratlon and
asylum policies

Officlals reasoned that only by
sending people home could they
dbsuade others from making the
troacherous journey. Today, sever-
al hundred Chinese In the United
States have loal thelr asylum bids
and stand to b deported soon,

Although Chinese  offielols
have assured the State Depart-
ment that the deporied people will

not be persecuted, interviews In
the Fuzhou acen sugpgest that there
may be o gap hetween such assur-
ances and the reality that con-
fronts returned emigres,

In Lianfiang county, officlals
ushered a ruddy-faced pedicab
driver into a conferenee room, and
he tonk o seat near the window, He
bad been eapiured on o smiggling
ship bound for the United States,
he sald, but ho insisted that the
punishment wius mild when he wos
deported back to China,

“They wouldn't harm ws ot oll,”
hix &nid, a3 government of flefals [s-
tened from the sdiscent room,
“They just urged us not 6o sncak
out of the country ngain.”

As the iofervlew came bo a
close, o man turned pensive, Hia
Z5-year-old nephew 15 nmong lhun-
dreds of smuggled Immlgronts be-
[og held In U5, lockups, and he ad-
tnitted that he B woerled. If the
nephew |3 sent hack, b hinted, the
voung man's e could be unbeor-
able. He refused o be specific.

In the farming vilnges olong
the rocky Fujlan coast, peoplo
speak more frealy In the abeence
of government cadres, Vietually
every resident konows of somecne
who wos deperted and of thebard-
ships they endured.

Chen Jungiu podd the highest
price of all,

He grew up en g small Bland In
the mouth of the AMin Blver, The
houses seattered through the gquict
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Marrbars of Chen Jungiu's family wisrk in the fislds areund thair home to poy off The dalsts el when he semmitiad wicds

Capiinyed frow frenious fage

fstand yillags of Housha look run.
down compared with those In the
wealthler villages around Fuzhow,

The Chens' humble concrete
house B surrounded by neatly
plunted flolds, where the family
grows celery, cabbage and other
vegetables. They have enough to
ent, but Chen managed to cacn op-
Iy nhout $50 n year, said his futher,
Chen Zhenyvols

Welghbors — at least 20 of them
— had safled off to Japan and be-
gun sending home sums that were
small fortunes in Housha, Lost
March, Chen tried to join them.

Instend, he and 131 other pass
sengers spent five months in Japa-
nese custody,

Throughoul that time, follow
passengers later told the family,
Chen was terrified of returning to
China. He koew bis family would
never b able to come up with the
mongy to pay off o $1,000 smug.

'Filmlﬂ toan and the government

Taday, Chen’s family Is bitter
that they were never aflowed to
spe llm after he was returned.
And although his suiclde kept
them Irom having to pay his fine,
his family remains soddled with
the 31,000 debt,

“"We owe 20 much money, it's
terribly diffieult for the family”
his widow said, :
Dramatlc In¢rease in Finos

Under Incrensing prossura to
stop the Dlkcit voyages, offielals in
Fujlan kove Implemented dramat-
I Increases In the fines for Ulegal
ermdgratlon, ' :

In interviews, government offl-
cinls said thatythe maximum floes
levied for 1lkegal emigration are §.-
¥ yuan — roughly $525 at cur-
rent exchange rates, Bt recently
returned Immigeants or thele fam-
llies and neighbors insist that they
pabd a3 much a3 five times thot
prnount — from $2,125 to §3.400

(Mficin] estimates say annoal
per capita income In rural Fuzhow
b 1,100 vienm, or 133, Even without

interest, then, It would take 15 o
& veors for the average vilieger to
earn such sumsa.

Government officials dismiss-
ed the storles, saving all of the de
partees bad pald thelr fines and ro-
turned home within 3 matber of
davs, Ope Lianjiong county offi-
clal admitted that in July, when
mare than 60 Chinese were flown
home from Mexles, cach wos
chargerd 10,000 yuan — §1,250, That
amounts to more than 700,000,
even though the emlgranls were

‘0t Fujlan st no cost to the

oo povernment.

Repeated questlons about the
fincs elleited defenaive reactions
from officials. “1t's not a questicn
of the amount,” spld Chen Jnbaeo,
vlee secretory of the Communist
Party In Changle county, “It's a
question of pchleving our goal.
Tha finea should Be both reslistle
and cffective

In fact, the fines are o hoary
burden on the deportees and thedr
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families, And those whe cannod af-
ford them remain In detention
centers, local residents say,

Ono old man, afraid to reveal
where he Hved, met with reporiers
on a grassy hilldde overlooking his
farming village and the Min River
beyond. His appearance spoke of
poverty, His face wan weatherad,
hbl= papis tattered, his snodals
dusty. At thmes he broke down as
he tald his son's gale.

Seven months ago, the young
man left for Amorles on o smug-
gling ship, but the ended
abruptly in July when US. Coast
Guard officers intercopted the ves
sel near Mexieo, The Maxican gov-
drnment geid che passengers back
1o China, :

The old man has survived by
ralsing rabhits — eating some, sell-
Ing the rest, He hag heen waiting
for his son to return to the village,
but the young man has spent the
past three months In o county de-
tention eender, with no proapect of
coming homa,

The old man recounted how
three other villagers returned
home — after thelr families paid
27500 vuan (E14000 1o public secu-
rity officials, But be sald he has no
way of paying such & sum.

“l would sell my house" he
said, “But It's only worth three or
four thousand yuan. I've tried fo
barrow meoney from peaple. They™
sy, “You're so old, how will you be
ahle to pay me back?' ®

Then he began to weop. “Even
It T went out and begged.” he sald,
“Twouldn't collect that much mon-
oy

Village leaders wrote an offi-
clal latter explalning his poverty,
bt the documment had no effect on
prison guards, They refused to re
leasa his won,

Rocently, the old man vislted
Lis zom at the detention center, He
recalled the boy's words: “[ can’t
think of anything to say to you,
You rajsed mo for 20 vears, |
thought I'd make some money and
fend Bt back to vou, MNow look
what's happened,”
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Secrative Offlclals

It 13 not known how many de-
ported Puflanese remodn in orea
detentlon centers for the same pea-
wan, Officlals are secrotive ahout
condlitions there and forbdd visiis
by foreign journalists, But the cen-
ters are cited repeatedly by hu-
man-tights groups for foreed con-
fessions, beatings and torture.

In the Llanflang county facili-
ty, & raised plotferm secves o3 g
bed for about 30 men, apid Zheng
Changshong, s Guantou resident

Chen Jungiu's widow and his father, Chen Zhenyou

who spent 20 days there this vear,
Each pight, some prisoncrs hod to
sleep on the concrete floor, There
wire no study sessions, Zheng safd.
At tmes, the prisoners were ardor
ed to sit sllently without moving
for hours on end,

Many prisoners munsge 1o gt
out, wsually by borrowing money
L0 pay their flnes, But some sed on-
ly one way to repay the loans:
Make another run for Amerlen.
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Zhong Changehengs wife bor-
rowed 25,000 yuan at high Interest
rated to secure his rolease, Hut
Zhong says It 1s impossible 0o repay
hiz debt if he siava in China, He
awes 100D yuan per month in in-
terest glone, bat he cacns Leas than
half that doing constructlon work.

“Unless I'm willing to rob &
bank,” he said, "how could | ever
maka that much money?"

Repeat offenders — those who
had been smugeled two or more
timga — have been sentenced to
one 1o three vears In labor pe-adu-
entlod campa. Zheng sald about 30
pussengers from his smuggling
ship had been deported once be-
fore. Thelr familles were ordered
to pay 20,000 yunn &2 5000 in fines,
and they remaln in the detention
center awalting sentenclng,

Requests to vigt Fujlan's co-od-
ucatlon camps were denled, but
the camps are nolorious
human rights exports for deplor-
able conditions and arbitrary ad-
minlstration of justee

By name, o Jubor re-cducation
camp “sounds Innoguweuws,” =aid
Muman MWghts Watch,Asla Watch
Washington dicecior Mike Jon

drzojezyk. “But nelther the Uving
nor the working conditlons are
anvihibng that you'd wanl to expe
riemea,”

Punlihment Defonded

Chinese officlals defend thebe
punishment system, saying i pro-
vides a cruclal deterrent to hu-
man-smuggling. “H we dido't fine
thom, even more people would
leave,” sald Fujlan  province
spokesman Wol Kunsheng.

Punishment, howover, sedms
ta foll disproportlonately on the
poor, Feople with relatives over-
seus can wsually borrow money to
pay off thelr fines, Severnl resl
dents nod former Inmatcs sald that
peaple with the rlght connectlaons
manage to slip out the “back door”
of prisons. Even thisd-tme offend-
©rd, somme sald, can oscaps re-edu-
cilion camps If they have some
clout with lacal offielals,

Butl for those without money,
connections or relatives oversess,
there 1s no easy solutbon. For them,
iy punishment can be insue-
mountable,




