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Many Stops Along
the Smuggler’s Trail

Iy Pemela Burdmean
Elrnriede St Welter

REPORT FROM CHINA

Fast af o series

Wenzhow, Zhejlang provines

In many of the farming villoges along
the eomst of China's Zhejlang provinco, sl
maost every family bas o refative In o for-
elgn country — Indeed, the reglon is fa-
mous for sending pesple overseas,

And that fame has startiing Implleations
for police and government officlals who are
trving to shut dewn the 83 Blillon-avedr b
mansmuggling industry. Untll recently, they
had seon somugfling as o business sgerving cli-
enta from Fujlan provines who wanted to go
o Americs.

But in the first axtended vislt by s Wost.
ern reporter o the smuggling centers of Chi-
na, The Chronlele found that "snakeheads,”
as the organizors of human-smuggling apor.
tlons are called, are drawing customers from

provinces throughowt southern China and
sending them net just to the United Stotes

but to wealthy countries around the globe. -

Guangdong provines has a wellknown
history of itlegal erossings inte Hong Kong by
a varloty of methods — some people swim,
seme stow away on beats and some go with

smugglers, MMher smuggling routes are leas
cammonly known: People from the Xlamen
ares bave ventured across the stralt to Tal-
wan. Several hoatloads of people from Gu.

angxl and Guongdong province hove landed
in Australla, And Zheliong residenls hava
mada illiclt jJourneys all the way to Weatern
Europe,

Gavernment offlelals worry that if ho-
man smuggling expands, the pattern of gov-
ernment corruption and often brutal mls-
treatment of Chinese emigrants will grow,
ton, Bt experts an world popilation seo the
cxodus as part of a pattern of global migea-
tion — legal and legal. They say it s unlikely
to stop, desplte ant-dmmigration sentlments
that are leading destinnilon countrles to for-
thfy thelr borders.

The center for smugeling out of Zheliang
provinoee can be found n the free-wheellng
port elty of Wenzhou, 150 miles up the coast
from Fujlan's provioelal ecapital, Fuzhou,
Twi nearky rural areas — Yongila and Ging.
tian counties — have the sirengest ovorscas
Hnks and the most established smuggling
riogs.

Fven during times when private business
wias strledy outlawed by the central govern-
ment, Wenzhouness were Enown for frovel-
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Lie many peaples from inland Ching, this waornan went 1o th ceast in ssarch of swsnamic ogportinities; her children wers born fhars

Coniinsed from Sreutons bag
ing b obher provinees and openlng
underground factorles,

The early experiments with
caplialiam drew denlgration dar-
ing the Culturnl Revolutlon but
have made Wenzhou a natlonwlde
madel for econpmle reform, To
duy, the ferrvboats that erisseross
the elver are full of peddleors howk-
ing evervthing from cookware b
caleulators to shoo eloths,

Just a short boat ride from
Wenzhou's dingy downtown les
the affluent Island of Qldu in
Yongia munt}'.'l"hﬁ'ﬂ.nfddm rlce
flelds ereate o pastoral backdrop
for a Ifestyle that could be the én-
vy of villogers around Ching,

Huge houses, looking meore Hke
apartment bulldings than single-
fumily dwellings, show slgns of
Western ipfluence. Some are decg-
rabed with red crosses, a symbol of
thelr orcupants' Cheistlan falth.
Others are engraved with English
translations of Chinese good-luck
snyings — like “Phenlx Golden,”

Overseas by "Bock Roads'

Abthoupgh people in Qidu nee re
luctant to discuss the smuggling
trade openly, mothers whisper
that thedr sons went overseas by
“back roads" Instead of “on the
highway," They say the trips are
erganized by local snakeheads, or
“bosaes,”’ with the oldest routes
leading to Prance and Spain.

The links with Europe began In
the Jate 19708 and early 'Bls, when
the Chinese still could get visas,
But as European Immigeotien con-
trols tighlened In ensuing years,
people sought ways to get around
the law, and local smuggling net-
works emerged.

Most of the Chinese who are
smugeled to the United States still
come from Fuflan. More recently,
though, seme Wenzhouness have
hooked up with smugelers from
IPujian who speclalize in transpor-
tation 1o Armariea,

Immigration 2Horneys say sev-
eral hundred Wenzhouness have

come 0 the Unlted States via
smuggling schemes In the past fAve
yiears — lneluding about 30 passen-
pers on the Golden Yenture, the
ship that ran aground In New York
in June. Hesoorehers recontly
have reported & small but growlng
number of smuggled Chineae from
elher provinees — basldes Guang-
dong and  Thejlang, they have
come from Anhul, Guangxl, and
Yunnan provinees,

ien, they hear about the

smugeling networks when they
itrowed to coastal citles such as Fu-

zhou or Wenthon In search of
work, sayvs Rutgers University socl-
aloplst Kolin Chin, a specialiat in
organized crlme who has imter
viewed smupggled people from at
least five provinces, '

Although the numbers are top
small to be a direet coneern for Jm-
mlgration and Maturallzntion Ser-
viee officlals, experts warry that

an expanding market would cre-
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Caatiieed from fropious e

ate even mare wenlih ond power
for the snakelepds,

“Spaner or later, It will spread

to other provinees,” sald Chin, “Ev-
erybody in China is now trving to
leave™

The Wenzhounese seemn to
leave for similar reasons to the Fus
jlanese: to make money, 0 joln rel-
atlves, o gain soclal status for
their families, But each reglon has
1tz favored methods, and the Wen-
shounese rarely travel by sea,

A housewife named Xlaoving,
for example, sald her husbond,
Gao, bad never planned to board a
boat for Amserlea when be gave up
a loerative position as o foreman
with a factory in Guangzhon proy-
ince. Along with seven of his
nelghbors from Yonglin county,
Gao slgned up for a smugeling mis-
#Hon with a local recrulter two
years ago. But instead of the pros-
perity he had expected, Xinoyving
soid bitterly, he wound up with a
bungled mission that Xiaoying
blames on Fujlanese smugglers.
:Hn-nz.ring u.n:t Gan never expecthed

_____
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In the nearby hillsldes of
Yongila county, stories of success
ful emlgration abound: Hundreds
of peaple from Yongiia noea Hve In
Framee, Spain, the Undted States
and ather develsped countrles
Gao and hls nelghbors expected to
trawel overlond 1o Tholland, whore
they would board plames for the
United States or Central America,
But hecause of snags in the opera.
tion, the group wis duped into
boarding a vessel instead, They pot
as far as Kenya in October of Inst
year, when the caotadn reportedly
sbundoned ahip,

Fetetul Yoyoge te America

Finnliv, the Golden Ventors ar-
rived to plck up the passengers In
March. Gao's journey came (0 &
fateful end 10 days later, when the
ship went aground off Quesns, Ten
passengoers died in the surf and the
others were arrested by TS
apgenis on Rockaway Beach,

“Adter undergolog all kinds of
misery, I've finally arrived In the.
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United Statea,” he wrote home
from & l.JS-.Ju.ﬂ “1 Kuess Enﬂ]m}
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plece of luck amidst adversity.”

Greater adversity may be in
store: Today, Xiaoylog's worst fear
ig that her husbond will be sent
back 1o Ching, where be would be
regquired to poy steep fines.

‘Sooner or later,
(the smuggling
operations) will
spread to other

provinces'

— KiLLIN CHIN,
RUOTGERS UNVERSITY SOCHLOGEST

As more and mere of thelr
nelghbors are selfing up new
bomnes in Hong Kong, Westarn Eu-
rope and America, Chinese in
coastal provinees fiod the overseas
journeys harder and haeder (0 re-
sist. Experts say the exodus re-
HNects plobal migeation frends.

Earlier this year, the UN. Pop-
ulation Fund a.unl:lum:t:d that
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new helghts, with most of the
mavemont motivated by economic
disparitics, The UN, study found
that worldwide, more than 100 mil-
lion people are Hving outside their
home countrles — about twice the

number living overseas just foor
yoars before,

"Om o seale unknown In histo-
ry," the UN. report read, “people
around the world are uprosding
themselves and migrating In
search of a botter Lifo,”

And, the report neted, "Where
Legal ehonnels are closed, migrants
will entor by whatever means are
avallable to them,” That suggests
thot the morket for smuggling
slands to expand,

Eastern Evrope Now a Magnot

With the collapse of Soviet
communpism, Eastern Europe has
emerged in recent vears as a global
magnet for migration. Soeeing the
region as a speingboard tr Western
Europe and the Unibed Siotes,

Oelinued on nend page
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Crendimneed s provions poeg

smugglers from both Wenzhoo
and Fuzhoo were quick to goin
footholds there

Two years age, more than 40,
000 Chingse citlzens were liviog in

Hungary without permission, said
Peter Lazar, a Hungarian diplomat
in Bedfing. Today, enly about 10-
) remain, ond Lazar assumes
that the rest have gone (o Western
couniries,

A middle-age art teacher from
Bedjing said that when she visited
her brother in Budapest In 1661, a
Fujlancse snakehead lived in the
apartment above his, “Every day,
thore was & line of people st thelr
house,” she recalled. All were
bound for Western Europe or the
United States.

Somme 20,000 Chinese lve o the
Czeeh, Roepublie and Slovakin to-
day, and more than 100,000 are in
Moscow, according to estlmatos
from diplemats in the capltal. Al-
though some start businesses and
remain In the eountries, offlclals
acknowledge that an ondetermin-
cod number are mecely waiting for
the chance to hoeod west,

But that t= not ax eany now &8 i
has been. Rislng natlvist sentimaent
In Western Burope has motivated
povernments there to take harsher
‘mepsures agninst immigratlon in
peneral — and Mego] Immigratlon
in partleular,

Even as worldwlde desire o
emigrate meunts and methods for
emigeation proliferate, the most
populor destinatlons are eommit-
ting more resources than ever (0
‘blocking immigration,

Ona Man’s Obatacles

On a brisk fall morning on Bel-
jiog's Embaggy Row, & young man
from a Wenzhou suburb talked
about the ebstacles separating him
from his hopes of being smuggled
o Spain, where thousands of Wen.
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ehounese now reslde. Dnee there,
he plinned to get a job at one of
the many Chinese restnicants that
opencd 1 Bareclona before the
1802 Olymaples,

*| have nothing to do at home,”
the bovish-looking 22-vear-0ld said
with o shrug.

His efforts began when his sls-
ter, whe lives In Pragae, senl him
an imviiation to visll her for &
maatth, The loen] police station 1s
suied o decument verkfying their
relationship, MNext, he had o pet
the paper notarized and then
stamped by the Chinese Foreign
Ministry,

Finolly, the yvoung man travel-
cd for moee than 30 hours by bus
and train o Belfing to apply for a
Ceech  visa, From Prague, he
planned o meove & to Spain uelng
amuggling channels,

"Lsually, vou walk acress the
barder to Germany or Austeia," he
said, “and somebody will pick vou
up and drive you 1o Spain” Typd-
calky, the smugelers will take anly
peaple with relatives In Spain —
and only afier the relatlves guae-
antee the 10000 smugpling fec,

An Even Better Guarantes

But the voung man had aneven
better guarantee: His sister's hus-
bond hod been smugpling pesple
from Prague fo Spain {for mare
than a year,

Despite the good connectlons,
though, he got a taste of the new
hard [ine against Immigration, He
ernerped from the Czech Emlbaasy
withouot a vira and without the io-
vitatbon better. A Crech of ficial had
conflscated his documents, calling
his aister's visn phony.

“T did what my sister told mae,”
I said, puzelod. "I don't know why
it didn't wark."

Methods of emigrating  that
wirked In the past seomod Lo b
potting harder for everyvona In Chi-
na: OF the more than 20 Chinese
who applicd for Ciech visps that
clay, all but cne were refusaed.

Still, the man said, there were
other options, He eould soek pas
sape to Moscow, for example, If the
Ibussbon Embassy would not issue a

‘I did what
my sister told
me. I don’t
know why it
didn’t work’

e B2 BAR-CLD WHOSE ATTEMEPT
TO LEAYE WAS UNSUCCESSFLUL

viga, he could walk aeross the bor-
der in northeastern Ching. Some-
one working for ks brother-in-law
wiould pick him up in Moseow and
shuttle him to Prague.

Given the obstacles, the YOung
man's conlidence seemed curious.
But he had scen bis nelghbors go
cut and make better lives for
themselves, and he wos determio:
ed o do the same.

The same spirit has motivated
hundreds of thousands of Chinese
to gamble thedr Uves on treacher-
cus journevs acound the globe,
carning billlons of dollars for 1ho
humansmuggling ndustry. And
the samo reselvo maked any gov-
eroment erackdown on souggling
an overwhelming challenge.

“China has already opened up,"
conceded a Chiness antlsmug-
gling officlal, "People want 10 go
aut inta the warld."

Chi v correapondent Nlaprong
Fdu eontribuied fo thie roport,

Copired om e e



